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The House met at 10 a.m.
The Chaplain, Rev. James David

Ford, D.D., offered the following pray-
er:

We recognize, O God, that we as a
people have been blessed with means
both spiritual and material, that we
have been given knowledge and insight
into the workings of the world and the
revelations of the human spirit. Yet,
we know too that we have not always
aspired to use our resources in ways
that strengthen our land and give vi-
sion and hope to every person. May
Your word, O God, speak to us, may
Your spirit inspire us, and may Your
grace encircle us this day and every
day. Amen.

f

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

f

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentle-
woman from Missouri [Ms. MCCARTHY]
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Ms. MCCARTHY led the Pledge of Al-
legiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the Unit-
ed States of America, and to the Republic for
which it stands, one nation under God, indi-
visible, with liberty and justice for all.

f

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Mr.
Lundregan, one of its clerks, an-
nounced that the Senate agreed to the
following resolution:

S. RES. 234

Whereas, the Senate fondly remembers
former Secretary of State, former Governor

of Maine, and former Senator from Maine,
Edmund S. Muskie;

Whereas, Edmund S. Muskie spent six
years in the Maine House of Representatives,
becoming minority leader;

Whereas, in 1954, voters made Edmund S.
Muskie the State’s first Democratic Gov-
ernor in 20 years;

Whereas, after a second two-year term, he
went on in 1958 to become the first popularly
elected Democratic Senator in Maine’s his-
tory;

Whereas, Edmund S. Muskie in 1968, was
chosen as Democratic Vice-Presidential
nominee;

Whereas, Edmund S. Muskie left the Sen-
ate to become President Carter’s Secretary
of State; and

Whereas, Edmund S. Muskie served with
honor and distinction in each of these capac-
ities: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the Senate has heard with
profound sorrow and deep regret the an-
nouncement of the death of the Honorable
Edmund S. Muskie, formerly a Senator from
the State of Maine.

Resolved, That the Secretary communicate
these resolutions to the House of Represent-
atives and transmit an enrolled copy thereof
to the family of the deceased.

Resolved, That when the Senate adjourns
today, it adjourn as a further mark of re-
spect to the memory of the deceased Sen-
ator.

The message also announced that the
Senate had passed without amendment
concurrent resolutions of the House of
the following titles:

H. Con. Res. 146. Concurrent resolution au-
thorizing the 1996 Special Olympics Torch
Relay to be run through the Capitol
Grounds; and

H. Con. Res. 147. Concurrent resolution au-
thorizing the use of the Capitol grounds for
the fifteenth annual National Peace Officers’
Memorial Service.

The message also announced that the
Senate agrees to the report of the com-
mittee of conference on the disagreeing
votes of the two Houses on the amend-
ments of the House to the bill (S. 4)
‘‘An act to grant the power to the
President to reduce budget authority.’’

The message also announced that the
Senate had passed a concurrent resolu-

tion of the following title, in which the
concurrence of the House is requested:

S. Con. Res. 49. Concurrent resolution pro-
viding for certain corrections to be made in
the enrollment of the bill (H.R. 2854) to mod-
ify the operation of certain agricultural pro-
grams.

f

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
The SPEAKER. The Chair will recog-

nize 15 Members on each side for 1–min-
utes.

f

UNION BOSSES ATTACKING THE
PREFERRED REPUBLICAN VISION
OF THE FUTURE
(Mr. BALLENGER asked and was

given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. BALLENGER. Mr. Speaker, most
working men and women in this coun-
try prefer the Republican vision of the
future. They support a change in the
way the Federal Government works
and operates, they want a change in
the way the welfare system operates,
they want an end to race and gender
preferences on the job and in our
schools, and they want to decide who
spends their money and on what. Yet,
the self-proclaimed champions of
‘‘working men and women’’ resist this
popular agenda at every turn.

On Monday, a group of elite, liberal,
big union bosses levied a $35 million
tax increase on the men and women of
the AFL–CIO, money they will use to
attack the pro-family, pro-middle-class
agenda of change offered by this Re-
publican-led Congress. Despite their ef-
forts, the union bosses better be wary,
because it is only a matter of time be-
fore the rank and file throws them out
and replaces them.

f

HEALTH REFORM DOES NOT HELP
THE JOBLESS

(Mr. TRAFICANT asked and was
given permission to address the House
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for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Speaker, I will
support the health reform bill today;
portability is long overdue. But I do
have a question. What good is port-
ability to many Americans who do not
have a job?

It is about jobs, Congress, and around
here jobs has become an absolute four-
letter word to the highest degree.

Check out some of the new high pay-
ing jobs American workers could apply
for: Deep fried foods specialist. Gizzard
skin remover. Corn cob pipe assembler.
Pantyhose crotch closer machine oper-
ator. How about a poultry impreg-
nator? Tell me, Mr. Speaker, what ex-
actly is a poultry impregnator?

I am going to vote for the health re-
form bill, but it is a help to those who
have, but it does absolutely nothing for
those that have not. A job, that is.

Think about that.
f

THE REFUSE-TO-LOSE BASKET-
BALL OF MY UMASS MINUTEMEN

(Mr. TORKILDSEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. TORKILDSEN. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to recognize the extraor-
dinary accomplishments of the all-but-
ordinary UMass Minutemen, the best
basketball team in the country.

Center Marcus Camby has dominated
as a scorer, rebounder, and shot-
blocker, and is the best player in the
country.

Starting guards Carmelo Travieso
and Edgar Padilla personify teamwork.
They combine their unique talents,
under any circumstance, to make an
assist, shoot a three, steal a ball, or
steal a game.

Donta Bright is the best finisher in
the country. And Dana Dingle is one of
the quietest threats in college ball,
averaging 14 points per game.

But no description of the UMass
team would be complete without rec-
ognizing the enormous contribution
made by Coach John Calipari, the best
coach in the country. As the Minute-
men sprinted from Midnight Madness
to March Madness, Coach Cal reminded
America that through hard work and
determination, good guys can finish
first.

As the only UMass-Amherst graduate
ever to serve in Congress, I share great
pride in our team.

And for all those who marvel at the
success of refuse-to-lose basketball,
and UMass itself, there is only one
message: The best is yet to come.

f

HOUSE LEADERSHIP HAS SURREN-
DERED TO THEIR EXTREMISTS

(Ms. MCCARTHY asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. MCCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, today
we have an opportunity to give the
American people something they want

and something they need, a guarantee
that if they change jobs they will not
lose their health insurance.

It is that simple. We know how to do
it. The President, the Republican Sen-
ate and House Democrats all agree.

So I ask what is the problem? the
problem is that the House leadership
has surrendered to their extremists and
loaded up a truly bipartisan bill with
special interest provisions that would
cost the American taxpayer millions of
dollars.

My constituents are not asking for
something for nothing. They are will-
ing to pay for health insurance.

Let us push those special interests
aside, work together, and give Amer-
ican families basic security.

Mr. Speaker, I urge the Republican
leadership to put politics aside, clean
up this bill so we can give Americans
this important first step toward health
care reform. It is the right thing to do.

f

WHO DO WE TRUST?

(Mr. HAYWORTH asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. HAYWORTH. Mr. Speaker, I lis-
tened with great interest to my col-
league from Missouri. Many things she
said I agree with: the notion of health
insurance being able to be taken from
job to job; the notion of affordability
and portability is important. But again
my friends on the other side would
rather play politics and indulge in
name calling than deal with sound pol-
icy.

No, it is not extreme to let the Amer-
ican people have medical savings ac-
counts so that they can decide how to
spend their health care dollars. Mr.
Speaker, the fact is that will help
American taxpayers and the hard-
working men and women of America
immeasurably, and once again, Mr.
Speaker, it comes down to this basic
question:

Why should we be afraid to let the
American people have control of their
own money, have control of their own
future, and again, Mr. Speaker, it
comes down to this question:

Who do we trust; the people of the
United States or the Washington bu-
reaucrats?

Mr. Speaker, I trust the people of the
United States.

f

END HEALTH CARE INSURANCE
DISCRIMINATION

(Mr. BENTSEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BENTSEN. Mr. Speaker, the
House later today can do something
that has really been quite rare in this
Congress. We can pass legislation
which will actually help average Amer-
icans, and I would say to the gen-
tleman from Arizona, we can pass leg-
islation that 191 Members of this House

on both sides of the aisle support, that
was introduced by a Member of the
gentleman’s side of the aisle, the 55
Members of the other body, a majority
of the other body, support, that every
group, from the American Medical As-
sociation and the American Hospital
Association to the independent insur-
ance agents and the National Associa-
tion of Manufacturers support.

We can pass legislation that does
away with insurance discrimination for
preexisting conditions, that says, If
someone loses their job, or they get
sick, they can stll retain their right to
buy insurance that has common sense
market reform, that everyone should
agree with, and not load it up with spe-
cial interests’ gobbledygook which will
kill this bill forever.

This Congres has accomplished vir-
tually nothing, but today we have an
opportunity to get something passed
that the other body will pass in April,
that the President will sign, and do
right by the American people.

So the gentleman from Arizona [Mr.
HAYWORTH] is way off base with what
he is saying. Let us do right by the
American people and pass a democratic
substitute of health care reform.

f

FOOD AND DRUG ADMINISTRATION
REFORM

(Mr. BURR asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BURR. Mr. Speaker, the United
States has the best health care system
in the world. It is unthinkable for
Americans to have anything less than
superior access to lifesaving drugs. By
safety streamlining the drug approval
process we can not only help families
and seniors by lowering drug prices and
keeping high paying jobs on American
soil, but we will give terminally ill pa-
tients access to lifesaving treatments.

Yesterday patients from across this
country came to Washington and told
us their hard stories about being de-
nied access to drugs that may, in fact,
save their lives. It is these courageous
people that inspire us to reform the
Food and Drug Administration.

America’s health care industry and
patients are chained to a FDA process
that provides no flexibility, no com-
mon sense, and has no human face. The
average time for the drug approval in
this country is a whopping 13 to 15
years. For terminally ill patients with
no hope that timeable simply will not
do.

I urge my colleagues to watch FDA
reform as it comes to this House floor
later this month.

f

DO NOT KILL HEALTH CARE
REFORM

(Mr. PALLONE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, by add-
ing these medical savings accounts to
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